Chapter 33
Ministry in the Valley

During my two years of weakness, | did have somammgful times of ministry.

| was invited to teach at the weekly school at LAokbPark, a large Brethren church in my home aty
Victoria. | always take delight in such invitatioas my doctrinal position and emphasis is knowtbeoat
variance with their leadership. They are of a dispdéional persuasion while | am known as a ‘corstem
Charismatic’, believing that the gifts and openataf the Holy Spirit are the same today as they ewsre —
and just as necessary. A W Tozer is reputed to bawnk “Dispensationalism is more dangerous tHzardilism:
liberalism robs us of our message, dispensatianaligs us of our power”. | believe in a ‘secondsblag’ —
the baptism of the Spirit, and that we do not neeegverything’ at the moment of conversion — anyrenthan
the disciples did when Jesus first ‘breathed ugoemt in the room where He first appeared after His
resurrection, saying “receive the Holy Spirit”. i#020). It would be seven more weeks before tieegived
Him in power at Pentecost. It is always a sourfcyto me to have as my closest friends in Vigpmen
whose spiritual background is in the Brethren tradj whereas mine is in a Pentecostal traditidihey, as |
hope | am, are men of bigger vision than that eftaditions.

| taught for ten weeks at Lambrick Park, 90 minwgash week, on the subject of ‘release’, the thefmmay
book The Key in My Hand. | would be asked to return the following yeartteach the same material, with the
added subject of the ‘gifts of the Spirit’. As mapgople in that congregation were asking questrdmsh the
leadership could not competently answer, and aasl already accepted as a teacher, they invitecdbrteath
that course, which, of course, | was delighteddo d

| was also invited to spend a weekend with men fitne Reformed Episcopal Church, at Parksville on
Vancouver Island. Again many new friends were nmeattk contacts for future ministry.

In October we were able to take advantage of clpéape fares to journey to see our many friends nita@o.
We visited Toronto and were hosted at Lorne andipaeGrow’s. They invited so many of our old frokn
from the late 70s and a wonderful evening was spergminiscing, laughing and eating. Then on telBh to
see Hugo and Jacqui Jiminez, my dear friends framasfasis days, whom | had married in Mexico City in
1995. That evening we were in Kitchener at the édaiand Ruth Setacci. They had called togetherynoh
our congregation — and friends — from Hazelglenodkedhip for another wonderful evening. One hightigrvas

a telephone call from Ron Smith who was unablettend as he was out of town. When | told him how I
considered him the reason for the establishmetttaifchurch, as he had taught us how to pray, secivaked
with tears. Maybe | had never made that knownito lbefore. The next day it was my privilege togute
again in my old church and to see, with delighaf the congregation remains strong.

In early fall of 2004 | received a telephone catini a young man in Lorrane, Oregon. He had beerydith
pastor at Quiskeya Chapel in Haiti and had hearghmaach orOffenses. He asked if | would come there for a
weekend to teach this and other material. As tlnalevgive us an opportunity to visit Dave and Elkemppel

in Portland again, we agreed to drive down to Omegaking two good friends with us. It was a worfide
weekend with lots of ministry in this rural settin§hane and his wife Christie, would become aipuscyoung
couple to us, and we would have many times of getidwship in future. They had a great love for tHand
had adopted two little girls while living there.w® years after our visit and a subsequent tripregn, Shane
would begin a work on the same island of Dominid¢eere Haiti has half and the Dominican Republicdtiesr
half. His work is called ‘Mercy League’ and se¢aprovide a safe, self-sustaining home for Haibgphans
just across the border in Dominican Republic.

In the summer of 2005 | took responsibility for gk@aching at a small First Nations Church on teawiout
reserve. Their pastor had recently retired ang Were wanting someone to take them on. The chaeshled



by a young couple of Salish Indians, Peter andiateie and their families. We so much enjoyed thwirship
and spirit, so it was with great delight we attahdlee services each week to teach the small coatoeg
Shortly afterwards, a young Dutch man and his farfelt the call of God to travel across the Atlanto
minister to these precious people. Marco and his were from the same church in Rotterdam wherevery
good friends, Henk and Marta Hempenius are semingtaff. What a small world!

In October | was invited to teach each Wednesdayieg, a series at New Life Baptist Church, Duncemthe
subject ofThe Trinity. This is the church where my son-in-law Rob woulddree the Assistant Pastor a year
later. | always enjoyed these times at the churielrevthe noted author Mark Buchanan is the pastarto get
to know him personally as a friend.

One evening | received an interesting telephonle ¢avas from a lady in Courtney, three hoursrdrorth of
Victoria. Adele said she was from St George’s eahiChurch, they were planning to have some teaating
‘prayer’ and she had been given my name as a ptepdeacher. | must admit that when | heard tloeds
‘United church’ | immediately judged them as beiitgeral in theology, as much of the United Churah i
Canada has become. One wonders what John Wesldg wiake of the Methodist Church now, as it is a
major part of the United Church! After a littlesdussion, | agreed to drive north the followingusddy to
meet her and two colleagues who needed to intermewbefore they could make a representation befme
church ‘synod’! At this meeting | asked the thi@ethem just what it was they were planning, butvés
obvious they didn't really have any plans, as thés a new venture for them. | then asked them wiet
thought was the purpose of prayer to which theyevagrain uncertain, so | said, “I believe prayeG@l’'s gift
to us so that we can learn to develop intimacy wiim.” At this, the man present, Gary, became very
animated. “That’s what | want” he said, “intimacytivGod!” My heart responded to this man and lasice to
know the Lord more, so it was with eagerness |edjte travel each weekend to Courtney, to teachekiew
many they could persuade to come out each Satundaying for three weeks. For the intervening fewekse
Adele would email me telling of the progress — &'got 8 — 9 - 10 signed up for the course” she dowuite
with a growing excitement. To go to Courtney foBaturday morning course one needs to leave Victoria
Friday and as it is such a long journey by cardided to travel up on the one train a day. Thiamhé&aving
Victoria early morning on Friday, returning by laeening Saturday or Sunday, dependant on whethas lto
speak at the church service Sunday morning. Ttierleended up doing on two of the Sundays! ivad at St
George’s on the first Saturday morning to be gkdte over 40 people, pens and note pads readyyliat
turned out to be a very wonderful time togethere Made some very wonderful friends over those tivesks,
especially Gary and his wife Debbie, who entertine the last weekend by inviting several othectuniing
my close friends Ron and Eunice Freeman (my yoastqgp in Victoria Alliance Church) and Rev Bill addan
Hodges (the Episcopal vicar for whose church | baaducted a men’s retreat) for a wonderful meatguied
by a foot-washing refreshing as we arrived. Whsppecial treat!

Shortly after completing those three weekends actiang we left for our visit to Australia. It walset end of
2005 and | was still feeling very weak but manggio serve the Lord in whatever opportunities Herdkd
me.



