Chapter 28
Ministry in Brazl

In the fall of 1997 | made my second trip to Faeta, the beautiful coastal city of Ceara in thethNeiast of
Brazil. This again was for one month and | wasoagganied this time by Anne. | had made many frseon
my first visit so it was my delight to introducerhte them all and to enjoy again the taste of frieah drinks
and my favorite drink, Guarana. | had a lot of istny, both with YWAM and in local churches. We ysd at
the YWAM base, a short distance from the city, lugre able to travel to many locations for ministry,
shopping, beaches, etc. Anne was showered withbgvay friends and she soon felt at home, thoughatio
could communicate in English and she certainly @éoudt communicate in Portuguese. | at least hadeso
Spanish to fall back on as several could unders&oaahish if not English.

We returned to Canada via Rio as a young coupie fry first visit had married and moved there. @lawand
JudeClair were working in a favella — a crowdedrslarea of the city - so we stayed two nights witent.
They took us in a downpour of rain, to a two-roonagdrtment half way up the mountain that contaitied
favella. There we had mattresses on the floor as@ warned that if we heard some shooting or shguri the
night, NOT to get up and look out as we would pldpde the next shooting victims! Then they showsc
photo taken the previous night of a body that hadnbthrown down from above, landing on their degrst
This area was full of gangs and drug barons. Tké merning | asked JudeClair if I might climb tcethop of
the mountain so that | could take a photo of tharle mountain where the famous statue Christo Réyigt
the King) was prominently erected. “Do you have adgntification?” he asked me and then, taking my
proffered Canadian ID card, he walked out of therdboth arms raised above his head, holding &alsfeand
my cards. “Around here, they shoot first and as&stjons afterwards” was his cryptic remark. Ornvarg at
the top of the mountain | found another YWAM bdsat tcatered to the children of the favella. It wasgt to a
small gravel football pitch about 50m x 30m, surmded by a wire fence. At one end there were, Wwhat
assumed used to be, dressing rooms made of citmtesb They had now collapsed and were good fdningt
JudeClair told me that shortly before, some memftbe favella were playing here when a group ofceohen
had come up the mountain another way, had suddg@plgared over the top and started shooting, kidihthe
men. Their ‘reason’ was that these men includedesavho were well known as criminals and drug rugher
We really appreciated the work these young peopliodthe Lord in the most dangerous of places

The international leadership of YWAM were to mdet following year in Brazil as their current presiat was
a Brazilian missionary. Tony’s base at Fortaleza wlaosen by all the other Brazilian bases to bdaitetion
for this gathering of YWAM leaders from around therld, so it was with excitement he began to plantlfis
event. He decided to call all the local pastorgetber to discuss the possibility of hosting a norss
conference to coincide with these YWAM missionadescending on their city, and anticipated hostiegn at
the base — which could accommodate a hundred iorisosmall chapel — until a local hotel (5*) aféel to host
a luncheon at an economic cost. Imagine our sepand delight when over 250 men came together and
enthusiastically endorsed Tony’s idea to host mdy @ missions conference but also a city-wide gedistic
campaign. Such was the favour this young man htdl@cal church leaders!

As Tony would be very busy with all the work neededull these two events together, as well asngedor
the International YWAM leaders own conference, ingted me to return the following year, for threemths,
to oversee all the YWAMers as they coordinatedntleetings. Anne and | agreed to return and sosttivat in
the fall of 1998 we returned to Fortaleza for thme@nths. Our hosts were Marcello and Aline Ranacgodly
young couple who could not do enough to bless bigirTapartment was on the fifth floor of an apartine
building near the beach and a delightful walk taskto the large office downtown which became thevane
center for all the arrangements. The weather isygdwvarm in Fortaleza but, every evening, a codiiregze
would whistle through the apartment shaking all gietures off the wall if we were foolish enoughléave all
the windows open! | learned to communicate in Rprése and to trouble-shoot some of the conflictsnay at
the office, especially due to culture differencetween the local workers and overseas YWAMers wdmb h
come to participate in the evangelistic outreacbrkimg in the streets and schools prior to thedrdays we
would be in the local football stadium to concluthe campaign. One example would seem humorous in



afterthought. A group of young people from USA haxhde coloured tee-shirts bearing the logo “No
comprommiso” , believing this meant “No compromisélly Brazilian friends were non-plussed by thiglzes
words in Portuguese really mean “no commitmentppasite to what was intended!

The excitement in the city was tangible as everyatme went, there was evidence of the ‘invasiothef
Gospel'. The YWAM Leadership Conference was extelland gave me opportunity to meet again with
several whom | had known during my time on the Aasis. Missionaries from many countries came &akp
at the Missions Conference, attended by many hdsdoé Brazilians — a great success that would dhice
many new missionaries to the world. My friend Mdl@ is an excellent translator so it was he whailo
translate for most of the evangelistic campaigns TWas also a great success in its impact andeimtimber of
enquirers’ cards that we were to present to loeatqrs afterwards for them to follow up. When keas Jon,
responsible for these cards, how many we had redeivis words will never be forgotten. “Gareth” $esd,
“we stopped counting at 45,000!”

| was very impressed by the music team that ledwbeship at each of the three evenings in the fabtb
stadium. They were a brother and sister team, battk-up musicians from a large church in Belo Humie.

It was noticeable that, whenever the young peomeldvbe enthusiastic in their response to the mesiher
the brother or sister would immediately turn themckoto solemnity by quietly kneeling at the micropa and
praying. | met the brother while walking with Mallceat the beach on the following day, and commeérde
this to him. His reply was very encouraging aséiel they were aware how ‘soulish’ such times cd@do he
and his sister were determined to focus all enésmsiback on the Saviour who alone deserves thataxtul
No wonder they see the Lord do such wonderful thitngough their ministry!

| would return to Fortaleza in 2002, four year®iand was pleased to see that every churchtédisiad at
least doubled in number since my last visit. Aglagpoke at many churches and ministered to maoplpe
touched by my teaching on ‘Release’ (see my bdb& Key in My Hand). Among the highlights, were
speaking to the Assembly of God pastors’ conferdocéNorth-East Brazil. This was a three-day evamnd
had about 150 pastors in attendance. Another iglghivas ministering to a young couple who had been
married just six months but were now in a poortr@hship with no intimacy. Petite Maria came to wi¢h
great sorrow saying that Alfonse had withdrawn frioen. As her story unfolded | was pained to hedragain

of the abuse so many receive from their fathensll Inot go into all the confidences that Maria stéhwith me
but suffice to say there was much verbal abuse frenfather. When in her late teens she came tsiChret a
young man (Alfonse) and was married. As the pasttieved rumours that she was a whore, rumoutsstie
denied, he refused to marry them in the churchingphstead for a small ceremony at the groom’s é&som
attended only by his parents. Shortly afterwahdy tcame to Fortaleza to work with YWAM. | taudiéaria
that her father and pastor had sinned againstritethat she needed to ‘release’ them so that Goldl dmegin
the process of healing in her. She should writdtar outlining all her grievances against hehéatso that she
would have a record of all she was willing to reledim from. The next night she stayed up late ricevthe
letter (which would never be sent) and had jusshiad it when Alfonse woke from sleep, came in®® rthom
and angrily snatched the letter from her. He rerea the room a few minutes later weeping anchgayl did
not know! I did not know!” They embraced and thght ended in intimacy. In the morning they came
together to see me, having decided to ‘releasedadrand to pray blessings on him.

The next day Christine, Tony’s wife came to me isgyl'Gareth, every month the couples from the lraset
together for an evening of fellowship and fun, aftdich we take an offering so that one couple lcave a
romantic evening at a local hotel away from theeba8This month the money was offered to Maria and
Alfonse but they turned it down.” | knew why. “Naley have come and asked for it so they will begoff-
base at the end of this week. Are you aware thay hever had a proper wedding, have no wedding
photographs and never had a reception? | was wimigdethat you think about this idea. | have my weddi
dress here and I'm the same build as Maria. Dotlok they would be offended if | offered my dréeshem

so they can have a nice photograph before thehgdadtel?” Though Christine had no idea of my saling
involvement with the couple | assured her that \@do¢ a good idea, so we went together to tell thedsg
giving me the opportunity to assure them thatlll lséld their confidence.

The next day | was leaving for Canada so, as Tooyedme to the airport, | suggested to him thamirght call

all the base together on the weekend and havdebfedion of love’ ceremony for Alfonse and Marad,which



they could dress in their ‘wedding attire’, havewsoand photos for remembrance. He thought thabd glea.
He then added his own. As he was scheduled to thix@ to the hotel, he would ‘get losti route ending up
at a beach house, which had its own swimming pmehed by Romeo a friend who had given it freelytfor
weekend. All the others from the base would beethveith a ‘wedding cake’ and a reception for thepteu
Thus, within two days of having ‘released’ her &thMaria would enjoy all the blessings of a wedgdia
reception with friends and photographs. | flew leamjoicing at the goodness of our God!



