THE BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE

In these days of seeker-sensitive churches withr thatered-down message and resultant carnal Gingstl am struck that the
‘gospel’ of Jesus does not change.

He was introduced by John the Baptist who decldiepent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”afivB:2)

His own message was, “Repent, for the kingdom af/le is at hand”. (Matt 4:17)

When He sent out the twelve on their first evarggielijourney, their message was to be, “The kingddmeaven is at hand”. (Matt
10:7) Later, the 70 were sent out with this messabhe kingdom of heaven is at hand”. (Luke 10:9).

These latter two references are followed by a wagrtihat where there was no repentance , it woulddrse for them than Sodom or
Gomorrha, (Matt 10:15); Chorazin, Bethsaida, Tind &idon, (Luke 10:13).

Where is the preaching of repentance these days?

We have preached a (false) gospel of “Give yourth@aJesus and you’ll have a ticket to heavengptélim and you'll have a
wonderful life”. There is no call to repentance,dutting to death the ‘old man’, to obediencehe laws of the kingdom (written
upon our hearts), to separation from the world. wéader the church (of North America) has lospitsver and influence!

In 1 Corinthians 12:13 we read thly one Spirit we were all baptized into one bodliether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free,
and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.’

Further, in Ephesians 4:5 Paul writ&yere is one Lord, one faith, one baptism’

To what baptism is Paul referring? Water baptisynwhich we give testimony that we have been éedid from the old taskmasters
of Egypt? Spirit baptism (Acts 1:5), by which we ampowered to do what He designed us to do? n@ther of these, for surely
neither is a requisite for entering the ‘body ofri6h If the former baptized us into the ‘bodgalvation would be by works; if the
latter baptized us into the body, the apostles @adt have received the life of the Spirit in thgpar room where Jesus, having
returned from offering the sacrifice at the meregtsn heaven, breathed on them, imparting tha{libhn 20:22).

There is another baptism whitha requisite for salvation! It is the ‘baptismrepentance’.

In Mark 1:4 we readJohn did baptize .. and preach the baptism of régece’

Luke 3:3 tells us he wapreaching the baptism of repentance for the remissf sins’.

In Acts 19:4 Paul saysJohn truly baptized the baptism of repentanceyisg to the people that they should believe on susle
Christ'.

Note that repentance is here called ‘a baptisrithe baptism of repentance includes saving faitthénLord Jesus, or regeneration,
and this is the baptism of 1 Cor 12:13, the baptts alone can put is into the Christ’s body.

We find further, in Acts 11:18 that repentance gifafrom God that brings us into life. It is strigly suggested that there can be no
life without repentance!

Just before He ascended, Jesus commanded Hisleéstoppreach repentance’ (Luke 24:47); Peteaghed repentance (Acts 3:19);
Paul preached repentance (Acts 26:20). Why sheelthink we do not need to do the same today???

| was in Haiti visiting some missionaries. One loérm had a ministry in which he would bring in thdeectors each week, to travel
with him in the mountains to remote villages. Therey would treat the villagers and present thepgb<One Friday evening as they
sat over their computers recording their week’skwidrey noticed a fire back up the hill in the age they had just left. Quickly, they
drove back up the hill until they came to the vomdioctor's house, which was in the final stagebaifig burnt to the ground. They
began to commiserate with the ‘doctor’ who was ditagn nearby, until he informed them that he hadfsethouse on fire deliberately.
“Today | gave my life to Jesus” he said, “so | gatid all my paraphernalia together inside the haumkburnt it all’! That's
repentance!



