Howell Harris and the Methodists of 18th Century, Wales

On Monday, May 4th, 2009about 30 of us took a bus trip across Wales tib sites made famous by Howell Harris and Willianilllms (Pantecelyn)
during the great move of God in the mid C18th whieti to Methodism. Howell Harris was
converted after hearing his vicar declare “If yoa mot fit to come to the Lord' table, you are nc

fit to live and not fit to die!”, while preachingt &algarth Church. Shortly afterwards, he wa
wonderfully baptised with the Holy Spirit while giag in the bell tower of a neighbouring churct
at Llangasty.

He began to go around local homes preaching urgiktowds forced him to open air preaching
He was only a layman and was greatly opposed bygléngy, but he had great courage to contin
though often beaten and persecuted. George Wditfieard of him and came to visit him i
Cardiff. They became good friends and it was assalt of this that George Whitfield himself=

began to preach in the open air, later followedhiatsuggestion, by John Wesley. Wesley also becamood friend of Harris' even though they held
differing views on the sovereignty of God. Indeedhen Wesley and Whitfield were estranged becabtiieedr differing doctrines of free grace and the

sovereignty of God, it was Harris who was a majstiument in their reconciliation.

Harris started 'seatau’, home groups for the reirtiirthe saints, and founded Trefecca, a Christii
‘community’ of over 100 person, where all hadtfilhgs in common'
and employment. We visited Trefecca and saw theeomasthere
dedicated to the memory of this great man of Gedmg say 'the
greatest Welshman ever’). Our trip went as faHag on Wye (the
largest “bookshop” in the world), one of the muitie of places Harris
preached. It was here that his co-worker Williamv&e, was struck

by a stone and later died of his wounds.

One day, while Harris was preaching, a young méditaent

named William Williams, heard him, was convicteddan
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converted. Soon, he also was preaching in the apebut he
is best remembered for the many hymns he wrote, abnehich is “Guide me, O thou great
Jehovah”, still sung at all national rugby games Bpirit of God moved wonderfully through this
principality — some figures say that 250,000 of 78,000 people then living in Wales, came to
living faith in Christ.

There was a 'trinity’ of men greatly used of thad,oHowell Harris the evangelist, V\ﬁlliaml At entrance to Pantveelvn Fa

Williams the song writer/singer and Daniel Rowlatigs organiser, administrator, all great preach@ge
immediately thinks of the “English” trinity; Geord#hitfield, Chas Wesley and John Wesley. We visitesl
[ - church where the memory of William Williams is seéara stained

glass window and a monument in the church yardighde was
forbidden to speak in the church as he was refosgidiation due
to his practice of preaching in the open air. Thenwent to his %:
home, Pantacelyn farm, currently farmed by his délscendant,

Cecil Williams, who regularly entertains groupsbslievers who

wish to see Williams' 'roots'!
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Though the day was overcast, we had a wonderfid, timished off perfectly by fish and chips on fjbarney
back to Cardigan.

William William’s memorial




Further Pictures:

This first one is a memorial in the grounds of €czfa

Memorial at Trefecc

This account of Howell Harris’
conversion is in the museum at Trefecca.

is known as the second-hand book capital of thddwoHowell Harris used to
preach here in the open air when such things weheard of. It was here that
his companion, William Seward was martyred.

William Williams is on the right hand side in thiaised glass window of his parish church,
near Llandovery.

The second stained glass window is found inside
Pantycelyn home.




