Chapter Five
HEBREWS 11

If Hebrews, chapter 11 is not recorded for us kst @f the heroes of faith, what is its purpose®/hy has the Holy
Spirit, the author of all the Scripture, placedtbihapter here?

As in all matters of Biblical interpretation, weeteto consider the literary context. For sevehalpters, up to and
including chapter 10, verse 18, the author has beding about the practices and purposes of tlte T@stament
covenant, law, temple and sacrifices. These amgasted with the better things found in Christ.

We have a better salvation ch.2
a better Law giver ch.3
a better rest ch.4
a better High Priest ch.5
a better covenant ch.8
a better promise ch.8
a better sacrifice ch.9

In chapter 10 verse 19, he begins a new theme.
v19:  Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence ter¢he holy place by the blood of Jesus

v22: ....let us draw near with a sincere heart
v23: ....let us hold fast the confession of our hope ...
v24: ....let us consider how to stimulate one another

He is now writing to emphasise the life stylettslaould be characteristic of those who have egpedd the ‘better
things’ found in Christ.

Remember the former days, when, after being eeingltt, you endured a great conflict of suffering82j ......
therefore do not throw away your confidence, witiels great reward. For you have need of endurancehat
when you have done the will of God, you may receivat was promised. For yet in a very little white who is
coming will come, and will not delay. But My rightis one shall live by faith; and if he shrinkslhady soul has
no pleasure in him. But we are not of those whinkhback to destruction, but of those who havéhfén the
preserving of the soul. (vv35-39).

The next portion, chapter 11, is written to giveenamples of ‘living by faith’. It is striking thaCaleb, Elisha and
Daniel are missing while Moses (a murderer), S@ndio laughed at God’s promise) and Rahab (a lia) present.
It does not take a spiritual giant to walk the waflfaith. Anyone, whatever their spiritual matyyican begin this
exciting journey today, walking in faith, withouthweh it is impossible to please God. Another exiengd God's
amazing grace!

Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped fog donviction of things nseen”
We have already considered verse 1 as a defirofifaith, a gift and a fruit.

Hebrews 11:2 “For by it the elders obtained a good report.”

Men and women of old, who walked in Faith, had adytestimony, a good report. Others looked at taathknew
that such people walked with God. There wessons to be learned by watching how God worked in their lives.
Similarly, our lives should also be a testimonyfaith, revealing God'’s leading and our obediencéhad leading.
The world does not want to hear our words of b@ligin what to them is irrational - they want t@gbe witness of
our lives.

We are not called to stand in the world givingiteshy to Christ; we are called to stand in Chrisirgy testimony
to the world.



Hebrews 11:3 Through faith we understand that the worlds wemmfed by the word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which deapp

All religions have their stories about creationont® are wonderful and mythical. The foundatioroof faith is
found in an uncreated God Who called all creatito being by His Word. This is beyond human corhpnsion,
beyond scientific explanation. All science canigiinvestigate what is already in existance - aaddback in awe
as it proves the reality of what is written! & only possible to comprehend, when God has graawethner
revelation, the faith to enable us to believe. sTikinot replacing reason; it is over and aboveealson. “He that
cometh to God must believe that He is and thatsHerewarder of them that diligently seek Him” (irfws 11:6).

We shall now begin to consider each of the charactamed in Hebrews 11, to see how the Lord ledhtimethe
walk of faith. Coming from the standpoint that tHely Spirit deliberately led His human author ire tbhoice of
people named, | ask myself to read beyond the wirdeewhat principles of the walk with God He has made
evident in these examples. | am thrilled as | see the great truths of Tlaéth-being revealed. | pray that the
following chapters will excite you as we consideern together. May the Holy Author speak to youd soncerning
what He has written here.



