Chapter One
FLYING HIGH

What a wonderful picture God gives to us througé pmophet Isaiah as recorded in
Chapter 40 vv.28-31:

Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, thateterlasting God, the Lord, the creator
of the ends of the earth, fainteth not neither mamy? there is no searching of His
understanding.

He giveth power to the faint; and to them that hadhmight He increaseth strength.
Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and thang men shall utterly fail:

But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew thanength;they shall mount up with
wings as eagleghey shall run and not grow weary; and they shedlk and not faint.

[The words ‘wait upon’ in the last verse would bettbr translated as ‘ abide in’
(‘entwined in’) as the root meaning of the Heb.wagdvah. (See Strong’s #6960)]

The Psalmist David writes in Psalm 103:1-5:

Bless the Lord O my soul: and all that is within bhess His holy name.

Bless the Lord O my soul, and forget not all Hiadfés:

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; Who healeth #il} diseases;

Who redeemeth thy soul from distruction; Who crdtviibee with loving kindness and
tender mercies;

Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so thgtyouth is renewelike the eagle’s

| have watched a squadron of Canada Geese aslé¢heynfformation overhead; | have

seen a flock of pelicans rising from the watersadfirbulent lake; | have observed an
army of vultures descend on a rotting carcass, |bléve never seen anything as
impressive as a mature eagle soaring on high, daveaall other birds, ruler of all it

surveys. It is little wonder that the Romans af ahd the Americans of today, should
take it as a symbol of their great nations.

One of the most wonderful days of my life was spentSaturna Island just off the
western coast of Canada where, with three friemglsng me from Wales, | stood on the
top of a high hill among six or seven eagles swogpiown into the valley below us and
then soaring into the sky above, passing withiieva feet of our outstretched hands.
They seemed to make little effort, no wings wersilguflapping as they rode the air
currents rising up the steep slopes to that highmpt.

It is God’s desire that His people become all tshgpuld be - as eagles soaring into
heavenly places with Him. However, so many of asgehnever learned to fly, being
content instead to stay in the comfort of our nedigesting the latest Sunday morning



pulpit meal. Some have tried to flap their winigsrise above the mundane, as they have
seen or heard of other believers soaring on higjoyang the rich blessings of their Lord
as they rise on the wind of the Spirit. They hetepped out in faith’ or taken a risk,
with the frequent result of disappointment and lasrthey come crashing back to earth.
Our churches are full of people who find themseilvese like the farmyard chicken than
the soaring eagle! They are content to cluck-claskhey peck for grains of blessings
amid the smorgasbord of church programs, desigmethéir benefit. Why does it seem
to be so difficult to fly like the eagle if that Sod’s will for us and the desire of our
hearts? Someone has cynically suggested thathdird to fly like an eagle when you're
surrounded by turkeys!” but | suggest there areemi@ndamental reasons.

Some Reasons Many Fail To Fly.

1. They are born ‘wounded'.

When we were born again of the Spirit of God, sairits became alive to God,
we were transferred from the kingdom of darknesthé&kingdom of light, taken from
death to life. We were made new creatufelsl things passed away, all things became
new™. Theologians call thaustification - salvation for the spirit - a past work of the
Holy Spirit by which we were saved from the penailtgin.

However, outbodies did not suddenly change - they are still dyingg day at a time, and
the physical results of sin continue in our bodig@fe scars of previous wounds remain,
we still need glasses to read, our hair continadalk out and the gaps in our teeth are not
being filled with shiny new enamels. Evidently,rdaodies were not ‘a new creation’!
Praise God, one day they will be made new wlieis corruption shall put on
incorruption and this mortality will put on immotiy?>. We call thatglorification -
salvation for the body - a future work of the H&8pirit by which we shall be saved from
the presence of sin.

Similarly, oursouls were not instantly healed from the wounds they$aétered; wounds
such as rejection, abandonment, verbal and physisaaults leading to inferiority
complex, insecurity and fear; wounds often deegpiwithe subconscious. If you are the
child of a divorce, you are carrying wounds. Erhwas sexual intercourse outside of the
marriage bonds, you are carrying wounds. If yoanrepts were unable to pour into you
the love that is evidenced in security, self esteand emotional well-being, you are
carrying wounds. Satan knows the many wounds wg ead is quick to aggravate them
whenever we attempt to do great things for Gode @bod news is that there is healing
and wholeness found, even for these wounds, iratineing work of the cross. We call
that sanctification- salvation for the soul - a present, ongoing walrkhe Holy Spirit by
which we are being saved from the power of sintillmese wounds are dealt with - in a
spiritual way - our ‘flying’ will be limited. (Seeny other booklhe Key in My Hand)

1 2 Corinthians 5:17
2 1 Corinthians 15:53



“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; amiday God your whole spirit and soul and body be
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lordsl&rist>”

2. We have made decisions contrary to God’s pritesgpof life.

Many of those decisions have life-long consequené®r example, we are taught
not to be‘unequally yoked with an unbelievenut there are many believers who have
married non-believing spouses. Though the Lordhinigave called them to a great
destiny in His service, their number one respofigibmow is to be a witness to their
unbelieving partner. Of course, the Lord may btiing unbelieving partner to Himself,
though that is not usual, and both can then leafty. He can still use such people even
if the partner remains uncommitted, but ‘flying strictly limited and the decision
cannot be reversed.

Other decisions can be reversed however, and neyst bne wants to fly like the eagle.
Many areliving in debt so contrary to God’s word, not realising thagythare now
serving Mammon, an alien God! | am utterly amawdten | see so many Christian
leaders and churches commit themselves to a hesylahd which, when they become
unable to meet the demands of their creditorsgbrthem into a bondage never intended
for them by the Lord. The Lord cannot release thetm greatness in His service while
they are potentially subject to the demands of ttreiditors.

Many are carryinginforgivenessn their hearts towards others, thereby givingaBdtis
opportunity, while still more are carryingffenses and prejudicesAll of these are
decisions they have made though they would prefdslame another. When someone
has wronged you, the Lord has promised you graffeeisat to bear that wrong and to
forgive. When someone offends you by their actigrersonality or words, you can
choose not to allow that monkey to sit on your $thexs! If it remains, the offense is
yours!  Prejudices are those negative attitudeshaxe to others, usually based on
ignorance. Remember, you will never know how aeotman feels until you have
walked some miles in his shoes!

The Lord can still use all these people in minisuy ‘flying’ is limited.

“Let us lay aside every weight and the sin whiclksleo easily beset us and let us run with patiémee
race that is set before 0.

3. We have never understood that we should be @yin

We have become so satisfied with the normalcyuofGhristian life that we have
never questioned if there is something more. Véecantent to be fed each Sunday by a
pulpit message, augmented by some nice ‘worshipsicnon our car radio and a
serendipity book by the latest Christian celebri8urely this is abnormal - subnormal to

3 1 Thessalonians 5:23
4 Hebrews 12:1



the abundant life that the Lord intended for us!e Wave been so desensitised by the
weak, materialistic Christianity of much of the we¥a world, that we can no longer hear

our bridegroom sayArise my love and come awayHis voice has become the voice of a
stranger and the bride has forgotten its sweet. tdBlee has loved this world too much

and its cares and dirt have weighed her downnéfwould seek to hear the Lord’s voice,

to draw close to Him, he is derisively called a §tig¢' (as | once was by a senior pastor!)

We no longer care nor expect to hear the Shepheaice.

Many of our churches have become places where vge ¢joat we mightteel good rather
than places to worship God and to learn about deahds upon our lives. We do not
like to hear His voice in case it brings convictioMVhenever someone tells me of a
‘great’ church they attend, | seek to know, nonvpaatively, what they mean by ‘great’.
Often they mean that the numbers are up, Jesifted-lip, hands are up-in-the-air, the
singing is upbeat and sermons are only up to twigvgyminutes, on some unchallenging
topic! We want to be in a church that is upwardtgobile! | am struck that Evan
Roberts, God’s instrument in the great Welsh rewavd 904, learned to fly like the eagle
by praying, “Lord, bend me down, bend me lower!”

It further seems to me that many of our ‘great’rches are such because of the charisma
of the leader, not the charismata of the Holy &piriThe leader would be just as
successful in building a business empire as hebbhasa in building his personal church
empire. He has learned all the techniques of tlsnkas world in controlling those who
work for him, and has established a firm ‘flow dhaf authority and responsibility.
Similarly, at the other end of the spectrum, mahpwr smaller churches remain such
because of the insecurity and control of its leader

Don’t push me too hard! I'm happy to just restéar my nest!

4. We have had our wings clipped so that we shaudtl fly too high!

Many of our leaders have not understood theiraesibility to teach their people
to fly. Instead, many churches and parachurchrsgtions are run in a way similar to
the systems of the world, where the organisatiaalcture is pyramidic with power
emanating from the top downwards and the operatimel is control. Jesus saifYou
are not to be like that! As a pastor, | am greatly challenged that my wsro “equip
the saints for the work of the minisftyi.e.; to teach them to fly! | am called to make
disciples, not build bigger nests! - and discigésuld fly as God intended them to do.
The eagle does not rest until it sees its offsprieg to soar above all the other birds in
the vast expanse of the heavens. O that pastdrhisadesire - to feed, teach and release
their people so that each might reach their higestiny in Christ. Instead, we often see
them clip their people’s wings so that they doaisturb the comfort of ‘their’ church.
Whose church is it anyway?

®> Song of Solomon 2:10
® Mark 10:42,43
" Epesians 4:12



| was at a pastor's home in Australia where my hasl invited a number of friends
around for an evening of fellowship with his Carsadvisitor. He introduced me briefly,
asking that | share with his guests anything thedLmight have laid on my heart. |
started by enlarging his introduction. “I am atpasnot currently in charge of a church,
but nevertheless one according to Ephesians 4ridwikg my calling and the ministry
the Lord has placed before me.” Immediately a heidgdjed woman present said, in a
voice loud enough to be heard by all, “I suppogeane going to get our wings clipped
again!” | could only assume that her experiencepastors was that they constantly
hindered her in what she considered God'’s callimgper life to be. | am glad to be able
to say that, by the end of the evening, she andrevbest of mates’! She even had a
hearty “Amen” when | finished.

| must add that at that same meeting | met onaagda most obnoxious of Christians, the
self-appointed “watchman on the wall” whose rolelifa is to critique everything the
pastor or visitor might say, that might be congfrue mean something dangerous
(according to the watchman) to the saints, - ugwainething the speaker never intended
at all. A good pastor would certainly need to thpse wings!

We have many young people in our churches who naveyet caught the sickness of
indolence so common among the older members, armal halve dreams and ideas of
serving the Lord. “Why don’'t we start a coffee pio Can the young people lead the
worship one Sunday? Can we hold an open-air ngg&tinvant to go on a Missions trip
with Youth With A Mission or Campus Crusade. Qe plan a barbecue for the street
kids with their coloured hair and rings in theirsee? Can we form a youth choir, all
dressed in rugby tops and blue jeans?” We adthe® enthusiasm but are quick to
discourage them with a hundred and one excusesddiewant our ‘boat to be rocked'.
After all, ours is a respectable church and wee¢ everything ‘under control’. We
really don’t need any more programs, especiallyamas of which the world might take
notice, such as suggested above. After allhigspastor’'s job to know what programs
God wants in His church, isn’t it? Isn’t it ???

If my opinions expressed above are true, thennbisvonder there are so many believers
no longer in good fellowship with a local churchedw disillusionment, frustration and
wounds.

The burden on my heart is for theurting church, especially for those pastors and
missionaries ‘on the front lines’ who are sufferingm wrongs and wounds done against
them, usually, and sadly, by other memberghaf Body of Christ However in my
travels, | am coming across more and more disdheid believers, both clergy and laity,
who have lost their joy and purpose in servingltbed. Many have burned out carrying
ministries God never intended for them to bear.



